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INTRODUCTION  

‘I may not be born again and if it happens, I will like to be born in a family of scavengers so 

that I may relieve them of inhuman, unhealthy and hateful practice of carrying head loads of 

night-soil.’  

- Mahatma Gandhi 

Isliye ki jo hai use behtar chaiye, 

Puri duniya ko saaf karne ke liye mehnat chaiye! 

-SantKabir 

Manual scavenging is the degrading practice of manually removing human excreta from “dry 

latrines”, i.e., latrines without the modern flush system.1 The genesis of this practice can be 

traced to the Narada Samhita, a post-Vedic text which mentions that one of the duties of the 

slaves was the disposal of human excreta.2 

Saint Valmiki, also known as adi kavi or first poet, exemplified the dos’ and donts’ of life in the 

Ramayana, a tale portraying Lord Rama as a model for Hindu virtue. Even today, moral lessons 

from the Ramayana are adopted by millions as a reference for day-to-day living. While we take 

pride in the rich heritage of the Ramayana, we seem to have forgotten the great saint, besides 

discriminating against his disciples. They are mainly from a group of Scheduled Castes or Dalit 

communities mostly engaged as sweepers or scavengers. 

Lord Rama knew no caste — he ate the fruits tasted by Sabari, an elderly woman from an 

oppressed caste. On the other hand, some temples still bar entry for Dalits. It is ironical that we 

worship Lord Rama, who cared for devotion not caste, but object to people worshipping Him for 

reasons of caste. 

Manual scavenging is another instance of our society behaving ostrich-like in overcoming the 

caste barrier. This engagement of members of the Valmiki community in manual scavenging and 

                                                           
1National Human Rights Commission Report, Human Rights and Manual Scavenging, 2011 at 1. 
2GITA RAMASWAMY, INDIA STINKING 3 (Navayana Publishing Books) 2011. 



sanitation work is another example of the persistent caste barrier in society. Dr. Ambedkar said: 

“In India, a man is not a scavenger because of his work. He is a scavenger because of his birth 

irrespective of the question whether he does scavenging or not.” Apart from facing caste 

discrimination, scavengers are at risk of contracting diseases.3 

Manual scavenging as a practice got entrenched in the society under the British rule at the time 

when urbanisation began to thrive. The Hindu society forced the Madigas (Scheduled Caste 

people especially found in the southern states of India)4 and Bhangis (people belonging to a 

caste which was treated as untouchable before Independence)5 into this practice as they could be 

easily coerced into it due to their social status in the society.6 That this practice has continued till 

today is a ‘blot on our society.’7 It is the worst form of violation of human rights despite 

protection against such practice is guaranteed by the supreme document of our land, i.e. the 

Constitution of India under Articles 178, 219 and 23.10 The Parliament of India has recently 

passed another legislation (Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their 

Rehabilitation Act, 2013) which penalises this practice and also provides measures for 

rehabilitation of the scavengers.11 It is yet to be seen how the new Act will fare in comparison to 

the existing legislations which have out rightly failed to curb this inhuman practice.  

 

 

 

                                                           
3ANURODH LALIT JAIN, Scourge of Manual Scavenging, THE HINDU, Oct 28, 2012 at 6. 
4 K.V.S. Madhav,  StarringMadiga and dappu..., THE HINDU, Sep 10, 2004 at 4.  
5 DR. RAMA SHARMA BHANGI, SCAVENGER IN INDIAN SOCIETY: MARGINALITY, IDENTITY, AND 
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7Standing Committee 32nd Report, The Prohibition Of Employment As Manual Scavengers And Their Rehabilitation 

Bill 2012, (2012) at 9. 
8 Section 17: “Untouchability” is abolished and its practice in any form is forbidden. The enforcement of any 

disability arising out of “Untouchability” shall be an offence punishable in accordance with law. 
9 Section 21 No person shall be deprived of his life or personal liberty except according to procedure established by 
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10  Section 23 (1): Traffic in human beings and begar and other similar forms of forced labour are prohibited and any 

contravention of this provision shall be an offence punishable in accordance with law. 
11 PTI, Stringent anti-manual scavenging Bill passed, The HINDU, (Sept. 8, 2013) at 10.   



WHAT IS MANUAL SCAVENGING 

Scavenging is the practice of manual cleaning of human excreta from service/ dry latrines. The 

scavengers crawl into the dry latrines and collect the human excreta with their bare hands, carry 

it as head-load in a container to dispose it off. 

A caste based and hereditary profession, which is handed down, as a legacy from one generation 

to the next; “manual scavenging” has been an age-old routine for this community, which is 

untouched by technological advancement in sanitary practices. Not only does the prevalence of 

this culture seem antediluvian, but what is worse is the fact that those born in this community are 

considered agents of pollution due to their background of social hierarchy, based on birth. They 

are the most oppressed and suppressed class of Indian society - hated, ostracized, vilified and 

avoided by all other castes and classes. The appalling hardship, humiliation and exploitation they 

face, have no parallel in human history. The practice started in the Pauranic period continued in 

the Buddhist, Mauryan, Mughal and British periods. 

Scavengers come in direct contact with human excreta and his/her hands are completely soiled. 

In a congested locality, the scavenger has to crawl through a narrow passage, pushing the basket 

with one hand, resting his body weight on the other to make his way up to the latrine chamber 

through a narrow opening.  In the latrine, where the seat is deep inside, he/she has to stretch his 

hand to the fullest and thrust his/her head into the hole to clean the toilet. The scavenger has to 

bend forward into the narrow space to clean excreta from the toilet antechambers. In latrines, 

which have no receptacles, human excreta drops directly on the floor, which, with passage of 

time, wears the brickwork that becomes patchy and un even. In most cases, the sidewalls are also 

without cement plaster; with the result, the excreta get stuck up everywhere on the sidewalls and 

also on the floor. The scavenger, while cleaning, has to scratch the floor and sidewalls to do 

maximum cleaning.  It is a common sight to see scavengers, mostly women, moving with excreta 

on the head, stored in bamboo-baskets, or in leaking drums, with the muck trickling down over 

face and body. Passers-by avoid such persons. If a scavenger comes in close proximity, he or she 

is showered with a hail of abuse. In many places, latrines are so constructed that the users do not 

even see their own excreta. They simply squat, perform, and go away without even caring to 



know who cleans their toilets. No human degradation could be more cruel and inhuman than the 

one suffered by scavengers. 

THE FAILURE OF THE EXISTING LEGILSATIONS  

According to the figures provided by the Houselisting and Housing Census of 2011, there were 

around 7.94 lakh latrines in India including urban and mofussil towns from which excreta was 

removed by manual scavengers.12  The total number of manual scavengers employed in the 

business as per data provided by the The Union Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment 

was 6.76 lakhs in 2002-03.13 However, as per data provided by state governments, the total 

number of scavengers yet to be rehabilitated were over 3 lakhs by the end of the year 2005.14 

This speaks volumes about our failure towards striving for a classless society with dignity for all. 

It is appalling to note that so many people are forced into this business despite there being penal 

laws prohibiting this practice. The legislations have no doubt been half-hearted.  This Note will 

however not analyse the provisions of existing laws in detail as the same is outside the scope of 

this Note.  

The Untouchability Offences Act of 1955 

The first Act which sought to abolish this dehumanising practice was The Untouchability 

Offences Act of 1955 under Section 4.15 However, the punishment under the Act was extremely 

lenient and it couldn’t successfully stop the practice of manual scavenging.  

Protection of Civil Rights Act of 1977 

The Parliament then came up with the Protection of Civil Rights Act of 1977 (by amending the 

previous Untouchability Offences Act) which identified the practice of ‘scavenging’ on the 
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http://164.100.47.134/intranet/Manual%20Scavengers%20welfare%20and%20Rehabilitation.pdf.  
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Statutory Towns Government of Department, 2013 at 1. 
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against any person any disability with regard to- (iii) the practice of any profession or the carrying on of any 

occupation, trade or business; shall be punishable with imprisonment which may extend to six months, or with fine 

which  may extend to five hundred rupees, or with both.  

 



ground of untouchability under Section 7A of the Act and made it punishable.16 This Act too 

failed to provide stringent punishment resulting in no mitigation of the practice.   

Employment of Manual Scavengers and Construction of Dry Latrines 

(Prohibition) Act of 1993 

As both the Acts failed to eradicate scavenging, the Parliament made another effort to curb 

manual scavenging by passing the Employment of Manual Scavengers and Construction of Dry 

Latrines (Prohibition) Act of 1993. Under Section 317 of the aforesaid Act it prohibited anyone 

from employing another to carry human excreta. The punishment under the Act was up to 1 year 

or imprisonment and/or fine.18 This Act also turned out to be inefficient primarily because of two 

reasons. It did not criminalize cleaning of gutters, septic tanks, manholes, etc. and also did not 

empower an aggrieved individual to file a complaint rather left it to certain authorities to do the 

same.19 

REASONS FOR THE EXISTENCE OF MANUAL SCAVENGING 

Despite many laws banning manual scavenging, the primary reason why it has still not been 

eradicated is because the State itself is a beneficiary of it. State governments have often falsely 

reported abolition of this practice in their states.20 The Indian Railways is perhaps the biggest 

                                                           
16 Section 7A: Unlawful compulsory labour to be deemed to be a practice of "untouchability" (1) Whoever compels 

any person, on the ground of "untouchability", to do any scavenging or sweeping or to remove any carcass or to flay 

any animal or to remove the umbilical cord or to do any other job of a similar nature, shall be deemed to have 
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17 Section 3: No person shall (a) engage in or employ for or permit to be engaged in or employed for any other 

person for manually carrying human excreta. 
18 Section 14: Penalty for contravention of the provisions of the Act and  rules, orders, directions and schemes. 

Whoever fails to comply with or   contravenes any of the provisions of this Act, or the rules or schemes made or 

orders or directions issued thereunder, shall, in respect of each such failure or contravention be punishable with 

imprisonment for   a term which may extend to one year or with fine, which may extend to two thousand rupees, or 

with both, and in case the failure or   contravention continues, with additional fine which may extend to one   

hundred rupees for every day during which such failure or   contravention continues after the conviction for the first 

such  failure or contravention. 
19 Samuel D. Permutt, The Manual Scavenging Problem: A Case for the Supreme Court of India, 20 Cardozo J. Int'l 

& Comp. L. 277 (2011-2012).  
20 NaliniRavichandran, No let up in manual scavenging, NEW INDIA EXPRESS, (April 21, 2009), 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/chennai/article60543.ece. 



violator of the 1993 Act.21 It has over 1,72, 000 open toilets from which excreta drops on the 

tracks and the scavengers are employed to clean it up. The Railways however continue to deny 

such claims.22 

Another reason why manual scavengers are employed is because of the country’s toilet crisis. 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the first Prime Minister of India once said - 'The day every one of us 

gets a toilet to use, I shall know that our country has reached the pinnacle of progress.23His 

successors however failed to fulfill his dream. Today, India alone accounts for 60 percent of 

open defecation in the world.24 This muck has to be cleaned by someone. The easiest preys for 

this job are the millions of women and small girls/boys who due to their abject poverty are 

willing to work even for a few rupees per month.25 

Thirdly, caste hierarchy and untouchability prevents lower caste men and women to get decent 

jobs.26 They are thus forced to do perform the task of cleaning faeces.  They more or less see this 

as an occupation rather than a barbaric atrocity. Dr. Ambedkar, our founding father, had rightly 

pointed out - "In India, a man is not a scavenger because of his work. He is a scavenger because 

of his birth irrespective of the question whether he does scavenging or not.”27 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS BANNING MANUAL SCAVENGING 

The practice of untouchability in general and of manual scavenging in particular was deprecated 

in no uncertain terms by Dr. B.R Ambedkar, Chairman of the Drafting Committee of the 

Constitution of India. Accordingly, in Chapter III of the Constitution, Article 17 abolished 

untouchability which states as follows: 

                                                           
21  Sunil Kuksal, No end to a shameful practice, INDIA TOGETHER, (Dec 12, 2006), 

http://www.indiatogether.org/2006/dec/hrt-scavenge.htm. 
22Infochange News, Manual Scavengers: Indian Railways indenial, SOUTHASIA ONEWORLD,  (Feb 25, 2013), 
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23 K.S. Narayanan, Raising a stink, THE SUNDAY INDIAN, (Nov. 3, 2013) 

http://www.thesundayindian.com/en/story/raising-a-stink/7/48177/. 
24Aswathy, India's tough 'toilet challenge', The ONE INDIA, (Nov. 18, 2013)http://news.oneindia.in/feature/india-s-

tough-toilet-challenge-1343275.html. 

25Stalin K., Lesser Humans, DRISHTI MEDIA INDIA http://video.ahrchk.net/lesser-humans.html. 
26Vrinda Sharma, An endless fight against manual scavenging, THE HINDU MAGAZINE, May 23, 2010 at 3. 
27BalyogiUmeshnathAnurodhLalit Jain, Scourge of manual scavenging, THE HINDU, Oct. 28, 2012, at 8. 



“Abolition of Untouchability: “Untouchability” is abolished and its practice in any form 

is forbidden. The enforcement of any disability arising out of “Untouchability” shall be 

an offence punishable in accordance with law.” 

Article 17 of the Constitution was initially implemented through the enactment of the Protection 

of Civil Rights Act, 1955 (formerly known as the Untouchability (Offences) Act, 1955). Section 

7A of the said Act provides that whoever compels any person on the ground of untouchability to 

do any scavenging shall be deemed to have enforced a disability arising out of untouchability 

which is punishable with imprisonment. While these constitutional and statutory provisions were 

path breaking in themselves, they were found to be inadequate in addressing the continuation of 

the obnoxious practice of manual scavenging across the country, a practice squarely rooted in the 

concept of the caste-system and untouchability. 

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS BANNING MANUAL SCAVENGING 

Apart from the provisions of the Constitution, there are various international conventions and 

covenants to which India is a party, which ban the inhuman practice of manual scavenging. 

These are the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), Convention on Elimination of 

Racial Discrimination (CERD) and the Convention for Elimination of all Forms of 

Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW). The relevant provisions of the UDHR, CERD and 

CEDAW are hereunder: 

Article 1 of UDHR 

All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason 

and conscience and should act towards one another in spirit of brotherhood. 

Article 2(1) of UDHR 

Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedom set forth in this Declaration, without distinction 

of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or 

social origin, property, birth or other status. 

Article 23(3) of UDHR 



Everyone who works has a right to just and favourable remuneration enduring for himself and 

his family an existence worthy of human dignity and supplemented, if necessary, by other means 

of social protection.” 

Article 5(a) of CEDAW 

States Parties shall take all appropriate measures 

a) to modify the social and cultural patterns of conduct of men and women, with a view to 

achieving the elimination of prejudices and customary and all other practices which are based on 

the idea of the inferiority or the superiority of either of the sexes or on stereotyped roles for men 

and women. 

Article 2 of CERD 

Article 2(1)(c) 

States parties condemn racial discrimination and undertake to pursue by all appropriate means 

and without delay a policy of eliminating racial discrimination in all its forms and promoting 

understanding among all races, and to his end: 

(c) each State party shall take effective measures to review governmental, national and local 

policies, and to amend, rescind or nullify any laws and regulations which have the effect of 

creating on perpetuating racial discrimination wherever it exists; 

(d) each State party shall prohibit and bring to an end, by all appropriate means, including 

legislation as required by circumstances, racial discrimination by any persons, group or 

organization.” 

The above provisions of the International Covenants, which have been ratified by India, are 

binding to the extent that they are not inconsistent with the provisions of the domestic law. 

THREAT TO THE SCAVENGER’S LIFE 

Apart from such inhuman treatment, scavengers face huge risks to their lives. Many have even 

died while cleaning sewage tanks.28 The worst sufferers in this profession are women and young 
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girls. They continue to be malnourished, overworked, subjugated and victimised. The practice 

kills their dignity. 29  Moreover, heavy menstrual bleeding, severe anaemia, chances of 

miscarriage, irregularity in heart beat are few of the problems that women scavengers are 

exposed to. 30  Other ailments like parasitic infections, gastrointestinal disorders, dysentery, 

typhoid, tuberculosis, etc. are common in both men and women.31 This is a complete negation of 

the right to health and medical care guaranteed under Article 21 of the Constitution.32 Every 

government’s first and foremost liability must be to protect its citizens against inhuman 

conditions. Right to life is not confined merely to physical existence but also includes human 

dignity within its ambit.33 

ANALYSIS OF THE PROHIBITION OF EMPLOYMENT AS MANUAL 

SCAVENGERS AND THEIR REHABILITATION ACT, 2013 

The strength of the new Act is that it comprehensively defines the term ‘manual scavenger’ 

leaving no scope for ambiguity and misuse. According to the Act, a manual scavenger is a person 

‘who is employed for manually cleaning, carrying, disposing of, or otherwise handling in any 

manner, human excreta in an insanitary latrine or in an open drain or pit or railway track.’34 Such 

a comprehensive definition will not leave out any worker who may be employed in the same 

business. The earlier law did not cover cleaning of faeces from railway tracks where this 

business thrives. Another plus point of the Act is that it is a Central Act, made under the 

Concurrent List and not a State law requiring the endorsement of the state governments who 

failed to implement the law in the past and were in fact the biggest violators of the law.35 

However, Section 2(1)(d) of the Act is not very convincing. It fails to address the issue properly 

and is liable to abuse. It allows employers to let their employees enter sewer/septic tanks if 

protective gear and other cleaning devices are provided to them. It is apprehended that enough 

safety precautions will not be taken by the employers and this provision will continue to be 
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scavenging-india.pdf. 
31Id. at 9. 
32 Consumer Education and Research Centre v. Union of India, (1995) 3 SCC 42.  
33Maneka Gandhi v. Union of India, (1978) 1 SCC 248. 
34The Prohibition Of Employment As Manual Scavengers And Their Rehabilitation Act, 2013, Section 1 (g). 
35Harsh Mander, A law for human dignity, THE HINDU MAGAZINE, Oct 6, 2013, at 3. 



flouted as has been done previously. The Act should have prescribed that the manhole workers 

will be allowed to enter only with safety equipments like oxygen cylinder, torch, constant 

supervision of the worker through a monitoring device, etc.36 Moreover, it would be in the best 

interest of the workers if proper training is first provided to them by some independent agency 

before they are allowed to enter the manholes.     

Similarly, Section 4(1) of the Act authorizes all local authorities to carry out a survey of the 

number of insanitary latrines within their jurisdiction within three months. It is highly unlikely 

that the real numbers will ever be shown. This task should have been authorized to some 

professional agency/ NGO (Non Governmental Organization). 

The new Act will however make it possible to take direct action against erring officials 

employing people as manual scavengers. Earlier, in case of a death the police filed a case of 

accidental death and carried out an inquest report.37 Now, the person indulging others in manual 

scavenging can be directly made culpable by the registration of an FIR (First Information 

Report).  The new law should not make any compromises with its promises of rehabilitation. The 

worst thing to do would be to terminate their employment and not employ them in any other 

business which is not related to manual scavenging. This would deprive them of their livelihood, 

another right guaranteed under the Constitution.38 The cure should not be worse than the disease. 

Every effort therefore must be made to ensure the rehabilitation of these workers.  

CONCLUSION 

Dignity is as important as food, water or air. For without it we are nothing but animals. The 

practice of manual scavenging has been an assault on human dignity. The practice has even got 

acquiescence from some segments of the society. We must admit that this practice is still 

prevalent because there has never been much opposition to it. The opposition has been rather 

shameful. Otherwise it would not have taken so many legislations to ban this practice. On one 

                                                           
36 JitendraRathod, Critical Analysis of The Prohibition of Employment As Manual Scavengers and Their 

Rehabilitation Act, 2013,BEYOND HEADLINES, (Sept. 29, 2013) http://beyondheadlines.in/2013/09/critical-
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37DNA Correspondent, Will the new Act help manual scavengers in Gujarat?,  DNA INDIA, (Dec 6, 2013), 
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side India claims to be one of the fastest growing economies39  in the world and boasts of 

launching rockets to Mars40, but on the other hand it practices the worst form of discrimination.  

Manual scavenging has perpetuated inequality which already exists in our class-conscious 

country. The workers have been the most exploited individuals. This practice is tantamount to 

slavery in today’s world. It makes a mockery of human rights. It must be stopped at once. The 

scourge of manual scavenging has been forced upon individuals belonging to lower strata of the 

society who have not been able to fully realize their rights. They have been victims of social and 

cultural abuse and alienation since time immemorial. Every effort therefore must be made to 

eradicate this practice – the first being proper implementation of the law.  

A parting thought. If India needs to change, the change must begin from here – by ensuring a 

dignified life to all. An egalitarian society is what the Constitution of India strives for. It is also 

what all countrymen should strive for. For manual scavenging to end, as Kumari Selja (Union 

Minister Union Minister for Social Jusice& Empowerment) pointed out, we need ‘change of 

mindsets’41 rather than more laws. The question is – Do we have the will?  

Some suggestions researcher would like to give on persona level like social security schemes like 

MNREGA and others can be linked to Scavenging Act of 2013.Some amendments must be 

needed in the Scavenging Act 2013 through which manual scavenging which is still being 

practiced in the rural areas can be eliminated. Coordination between public and private 

authorities can also be seen as one of the effective measures. There should be coordination 

committee which works with the coordination of all the important ministries and their 

representatives. At individual level there should be effective efforts for not encouraging to 

employ manual scavengers and for adopting sanitary practices. The railway ministry must 

prohibit the practices of manual scavenging from dry latrines. It can be possible by construction 

of bio toilets in railway stations for which technical help can be taken from DRDO and other 

technical institutions. 
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It is very important to run the awareness programs regarding the hygiene and sanitation.. 

Ministry of Sanitation and Drinking Water for administering laws and schemes directed towards 

sanitation programs was launched by UPA government In the year 2009 which creates the 

awareness of hygiene and sanitation. The Indian government should also form national 

monitoring committee which inspects the practice of manual scavenging. High level of social 

audit of PEMSR Act, 2013 is needed. Moreover the municipal and panchayats should have by 

laws which prohibits construction of the dry latrines or without water sealed latrines. There 

should be a time limit within which the dry latrines should be converted to wet latrines. There 

should be penal actions as well for failing to fulfill the bylaws. 

In the end we can say that India must investigate, fine and also arrest the authorities who ignore 

the human rights of scavengers. India must also prevent the re victimization of the former 

scavenger by providing them appropriate judicial remedies. India should adopt the complete 

national plan which should accurately resolve the women’s issues, health care and education 

issues of scavengers. Manual scavenging is the national problem and with the proper policy 

framing and implementation of the same it can be resolved. Though it takes time but it’s not 

something impossible. Combined efforts of the people and government can resolve this serious 

inhuman problem and manual scavenging can be abolished with the other better replacement 

options. 

LITERATURE OVERVIEW 

The researcher has referred to relevant statues pertaining to manual scavenging like Employment 

As Manual Scavengers And Their Rehabilitation Act, 2013, Employment of Manual Scavengers 

and Construction of Dry Latrines (Prohibition) Act of 1993, Protection of Civil Rights Act of 

1977 and  The Untouchability Offences Act of 1955. While the laws to some extent were not 

stringent enough, the implementation was poorer. The will of the Executive to abolish this 

inhuman practice seems to be wanting. The government it seems (whether Central or state) has 

been the biggest violators of the rights of people as they are the largest employers of manual 

scavengers. The Railways continues to employ even till today despite the 2013 Act banning this 

shameful practice.  



The researcher has even relied upon a few reports which have shows appalling results. For eg. 

the Houselisting and Housing Census of 2011, reported that there were around 7.94 lakh latrines 

in India including urban and mofussil towns from which excreta was removed by manual 

scavengers. The total number of manual scavengers employed in the business as per data 

provided by the The Union Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment was 6.76 lakhs in 2002-

03. If this is the situation after 65 years of Independence then it begs the question whether 

Independence has come for all? 

 Supreme Court judgments and orders on the aforesaid issue such as in SafaiKaramchari v Union 

of India and various reports which threw light on the subject at hand have also been relied upon 

by the researcher. The Supreme Court in the aforesaid case led from the front to stop this 

abhorrent practice which still denies a life of dignity to lakhs of Indians. As a guardian of the 

rights of the people, the court ordered forming of various committees to ensure that people give 

up this practice and are also rehabilitated under the 2013 Act. The court was also not unmindful 

of the fact that the worst sufferers of this practice are Dalit women. 

While researching or this topic, the researcher observed that the society is not to be blamed any 

less for not denouncing this practice. Rather their silence has been deafening uptil now. But for 

organizations like SafaiKaramchariAndolan, etc. this practice would never have been banned in 

India.  

This practice as has been observed by many reports suffers from a class/caste bias. Only 

economically deprived and socially outcasted people take up this practice. While the 

Constitution strives for egalitarianism, this is how we have been treating our own very citizens in 

Independent India and not even the supreme document of the land has been effective enough to 

put an end to this practice.  
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